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may turn up gold, and truth often drops from lying
lips. Of such beliefs it may be said: " Every plant
that my Father hath not planted shall be uprooted " ;
it will wither away because it has not much root; or,
in other words, because it will not endure the test
of the collective experience of succeeding generations
of the faithful, by which alone its religious service-
ableness (and, by consequence, its fundamental truth
can be demonstrated.

2. ORGANIC CONTINUITY

The public mind, sentiment, custom, morality, of a
people or society, is an educational instrument and
standard for the individual mind, which must be
formed upon it and characterised by it in order to be
capable of any critical reflection by which the said
public standard may be improved and developed.
Though fixed, relatively to the individual, the public
mind is slowly progressive from generation to genera-
tion, through those accumulated criticisms and
amendments of individuals, which have succeeded in
approving themselves to the general sense. We may
distinguish in the public mind a formed part which
constitutes its bulk and mass, and a part in process
of formation; a margin of uppermost surface of soft
sensitive pliant matter, which will be the hard dead
matter of the next generation, and whose formation
is the task of the present generation. And in this
task they have a responsibility to the past and to the
future, which must limit and guide their work if they
are not to break loose from the process which consti-
tutes the life of humanity, and to apply the fallacy of